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medans were put to death), and in several localities they
are still obliged to comply with so many vexatious regu-
lations, that large numbers are prevented from returning
to their former homes.
The Kan-su Mohammedans generally are far from
conversant with the tenets of their faith, and confine
themselves to the observance of a. few rules of life, such
as abstaining from the use of pork, and also of other
meats if the animals were killed by unbelievers, from
opium, and wine, but are not particular as to the last
rule.1 They are taught by the Ahons to read and write
Arabic, but I never met one among them, not even an
Ahon, who would have been considered a passable Arabic
scholar. Whenever they quoted to me passages of the
Koran, it was, in Chinese, and I was told that it was in
this language they studied it. Some among them recite
the daily prayers, and make the prescribed ablutions,
.but these are few in number, and are much admired by
their co-religionists.
Mohammedans here are divided into two^ects, known
as "white-capped Hui-hui," and "black-capped Hui-
hui." One of the questions which separate them is the
hour at which fast can be broken during the Rama-
dan.2 The black-capped Hui-hui are more frequently
called Salar, and are much the more devout and fanatical.
They live in the vicinity of Ho-chou,3 in and around
*They also cut their mustaches and the Salar condemn this, as pagan-
cn brosse, and frequently shave a ish. The usual way by which one
small portion beneath the nose, finds out to which sect a Mohanv
They are Chinese enough to comply ^medan belongs is by asking him if he
with the custom of letting their ^ burns inceuse.
beards grow only after the age of 3 Ho^hou has a population of about
forty.                                                   30,000, nearly entirely Mohammedan.
2 Another point which divides them There are twenty-four mosques in the
is that the white-capped burn inr city, and its schools are very highly
cense, as do the ordinary Chinese; spoken of by all believers. This